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SCHOOL CALENDAR

Our Lady of Grace is a Catholic school rich in tradition and faith. This is a
wonderful opportunity for all our community to celebrate our Catholic
identity and pray to our Blessed Mother.
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Good Pope John

Today is the Feast Day of Saint John XXIIl, “Good Pope John,” a dearly loved Pope who reigned only four and a
half years -from 1958-1963. Initially, the 78 year old Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli, who took the name John to
honaor his father, was expected only to be an interim Pope, basically filling time until a younger Pope could he
ready and elected. But Pope John surprised everyone by calling for and opening the Second Vatican Council —
which changed the Catholic Church in profound and extraordinary ways.

Vatican Il had the effect of “throwing open the windows” of the
church to let in new and fresh air. The Council sought to open our
windows, doors, and eyes to the work of the Holy Spirit moving in our
midst. Pope Saint John asked that the church open itself to the
working of the Holy Spirit in our own times, and looking back at the
Church’s history to discover what our present and future might hold
for us. Meeting in four sessions (1962-1965) the members, over 2,000
Bishops, and many non-voting observers and specialists, put new
emphasis on the Church; the liturgy; lay ministers; other faith
communities, and how the Church should look at the world around it.

In today’s readings from scripture we hear: “Ask and you will receive;
seek and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you.” This
describes the work that Pope John brought to light through Vatican
lI. The kind of prayer St. Luke’s gospel points to in today’s readings is
that we be faithful to personal prayer. We are to “persistently knock” and ask God for the gifts that he desires
to give us as individuals and as a Church.

The Church has much these days to bring to the attention of God in prayer —much healing - and each of us is
invited to seek diligently the Holy Spirit of God. From God’s perspective we are the apple of his eye who, as a
good father, desires more for us than we can even imagine. What an incredibly refreshing thought!

Although few people had as great an impact on the 20th century as Pope John XXIll, he avoided the limelight as
much as possible. Often he would simply put on the black cassock of a parish priest and, much to the concern of
the Swiss Guards, would leave the Vatican secretly and walk among the people, visit hospitals and prisons, or

have a simple dinner with an ordinary family. Indeed, one writer has noted that his “ordinariness” seems one of
his most remarkable qualities.

“Good Pope John” died on June 3, 1963. Saint John Paul Il beatified him in 2000, and Pope Francis canonized him
in 2014. On his deathbed, Pope John said: “It is not that the gospel has changed; it is that we have begun to
understand it better. Those who have lived as long as | have were enabled to compare different cultures and
traditions, and know that the moment has come to discern the signs of the times, to seize the opportunity and
to look far ahead.” We celebrate his feat day not on the day of his death — as it is with most saints — but on
October 11 —the day the Second Vatican Council Opened.

So let us pray: God of us all, keep us faithful to your word and your desires for us. Be with us as we negotiate
difficulties and send us your Holy Spirit as our quide for prayer and actions in your service. Watch over us with
your gentle care that produces both challenge and joy; thank you for the eyes of faith, hope and love. Amen.

-Mark Friedman, CRE
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Our Lady of Grace
Athletic Association

Boys Basketball
| LAST CHANCE!! 3-8 Boys Basketball registration is still open & will close on
| October 16th - Click the link below to sign up!
https://leagues.bluesombrero.com/Default.aspx?tabid=958716

Skills assessments for boys basketball will be held on the following days/times, all at
Assumption's Gym. All boys must attend skills assessments to be placed on a team.

Wednesday 10/17:
e 5:30-6:30pm - 3rd and 4th grade
e 6:45-7:45pm - 5th grade
e 8-9pm- 7th grade

Thursday 10/18:
e 5:30-6:30pm - 6th grade
e 6:45-8pm - 8th grade

Any questions? Feel free to reach out to Scott Nevius at boysbasketballolg@gmail.com

Girls Basketball

Registration for Girls Basketball will open on Monday, October 15th and run until November 16th. Check back into
the GBB page on our athletics website (link below) for details in the next few days.
https://leagues.bluesombrero.com/Default.aspx?tabid=958717

OLGAA is selling Larosa's Buddy Cards for $10 each....Enjoy your
favorites while also supporting OLG Athletics - Stop by the school office
and pick one up!

WE NEED YOUR HELP! OLGAA is looking for 2-3 general board
members, as well as an executive board and sports coordinator
position.

If you're interested, you can reach out to Melinda Miller at
olgaasecretary@gmail.com for more information.
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Thank you OLG families, friends and community members. We
were able to reach our goal of $30,000 and couldn’'t have done it
without you! Thank you to all the volunteers that took time to plan
and execute a fun day for our entire school!
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